Parashat Shemot by Ibita, Maricel
“Christians Studying the Bible within its Jewish milieu, using Jewish Sources” 
marieandre@batkol.info | www.batkol.info  
 
 
Shabbat Table Talk 
Parashat Shemot– Erev Shabbat 20 December 2013 
Week of 15-21 December 
               Torah portion:  Exodus 1:1-6:1  Haftarah: Isa 27:6-28:13;29:22-23 
                                                  
    What’s in a name? Parashat Shemot continues the journey of Israel to becoming G-d’s people, and 
their and G-d’s own identity, by starting with the enumeration of the names of the sons of Yaakov (1:1-
5). Interestingly, this revelation of national identity is done against the backdrop of an unnamed king 
who had not known Yosef and who initiated the oppression of the Israelites (1:8). His successor who 
perpetuates this subjugation asks, “Who is YHWH that I should hearken to his voice to send Israel 
free?” The book of Exodus answers this question (see Fox, 257, 281). More remarkably, this national 
identity is also revealed through Moshe’s two questions regarding his personal identity, “Who am I 
that I should go to Pharaoh, that I should bring the Children of Israel out of Egypt?” (3:11) and on 
who G-d is, “Here, I will come to the Children of Israel and I will say to them: the God of your fathers 
has sent me to you, and they will say to me: What is his name? – What shall I say to them?” (3:13). 
These questions are pegged onto the identity of the people and on who they are for G-d. 
                          In this Torah portion we also have two sets of named and unnamed peoples and places 
that highlight the terrible plight of the Israelites and the salvation brought by YHWH. The first group 
includes the names of places where the Israelites were oppressed, Pitom and Ra’amses (1:11,14) and 
the Nile River from where Moshe was saved. We also find the unnamed Pharaohs who began and 
maintained the oppression, the anonymous Egyptian striking the equally anonymous Hebrew and the 
unidentified Hebrew men who questioned Moshe’s qualification (2:11-13). The second group of names 
manifests salvation and redemption: Shifra and Pu’a (1:15); the anonymous parents of Moshe who are 
descendants of Levi (2:1), Pharaoh’s daughter who saw the little ark and saw the boy weeping (2:5-6), 
the boy’s sister (2:7), Midyan where Moses fled; Re’uel/Yitro the priest of Midyan (2:16,18; 3:1), 
Tzippora the wife of Moshe (2:21) and Gershom his son (2:22), Aharon his brother (4:14,27), the 
unspecified sacred ground (3:5) and G-d’s revelation as YHWH, “I will be-there howsoever I will be-
there” (3:14 see Fox, 273).  
                         This confession of G-d’s name expresses the essence and being and presence of YHWH 
(see Plaut, 399n). This self-disclosure is the cornerstone of who this G-d was, is and will be for the 
Israelites. In this parashah, G-d unveiled this Self by calling Moshe by name (3:4); by acknowledging 
the sacredness of the ground (3:5); by re-membering the ancestors (3:6); by explaining the suffering 
status of the Israelites and claiming them as ‘oni `ammî -my people (3:7); by itemizing what YHWH 
intends to do for them (3:8); and by sending Moshe to bring them out of mizrayim -Egypt (3:10).   
                     The self-revelation of G-d carries on throughout time. In the haftarah, the prophet Isaiah 
says: “ For when he -- that is, his children -- behold what My hands have wrought in his midst, they 
will hallow My name. Men will hallow the Holy One of Jacob and stand in awe of the God of Israel” 
(Isa 29:23 TNK). This is the same G-d manifested in the Fourth Sunday in Advent New Testament 
Gospel reading. In his dreams, the angel revealed to Joseph that the name of the child will be Jesus, a 
name that signals G-d’s salvation, a G-d who is with the people, Emmanuel. 
     Reflection and discussion: (1) What could be the import of the use of toledot (generations) in Genesis 
and shemot (names) in Exodus when referring to the sons of Yaakov? What connection can we make 
between Exod 1:1-5 and the enumeration of the names of the ancestors in Mt 1:1-17? (2) Halfway 
through the O Antiphons, how do these allusions for Christ in the Hebrew Scriptures strengthen or 
continues the self-revelation of G-d in your life, in your community, and in the world? Please share 
instances where or when you experience G-d as YHWH and Immanuel. 
     Bibliography: Fox, The Five Books of Moses (Shocken Press New York 1995); Plaut, The Torah, A    
     Modern Commentary (URJ Press, New York, 2005), 
 
This week’s teaching commentary was prepared by 
Ma. Maricel S. Ibita, Institute of Formation and Religious Studies, Quezon City, Philippines; 
 K.U.Leuven, Belgium. Bat Kol alumna 2006 
Email: msididymus@yahoo.com    
[Copyright © 2013] 
These Parashah teachings, along with all other materials published on the Bat Kol website are copyrighted by the 
writers and are made available solely for personal and group study Reprinting is permitted provided that proper 
credit is given to Bat Kol Institute. This commentary is not necessarily a reflection of the policies of Bat Kol Institute.  
